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Charming Colorful 
Tea or Fruit 


KNIVES, 
FORKS & 
SPOONS 
direct from 


Paris 


for the 
Summer Home 


$5 for six 
Knives, Forks or 
Spoons 


in 
Lacquer Red 
Coral Pink 
Leaf Green 
French Blue | 

д 1 Lapis Blue 

$5 for 6 of either Amber Yellow 


The latest model and best quality made | 
in France today. Non-tarnishable gold 
metal blades, Ivorine handles. Order 


now from 
| Р. М. CARLETON | 
| 21 East 55th Street New York 


| Homes xew 9150 


5 distinctive L-story 
‘Spanish & English 


a 


types 
Fine Homes 


Ready Now 


Two new books of 
Distinctive Califor- 
nia all-climate 
homes. Beautiful 
exteriors — stucco, 
brick, wood. Pra 
tical interiors — 
space saving floor 
plans. Artistic 
proportions! 
Learn what is new 
and better in arti 
tic hon 
well's Practi 
Plan Books 

show youl 


All American 
Homes 


$100 


Bungalow 
60 houses, 
Little 


6-7 rms. 


No. 4976— Nested pottery ash trays, 
99.00 the et. 


For unique and attractive gifts and art 
novelties from foreign and domestic 
sources, visit the shop of 
RENA ROSENTHAL 
520 Madison Avenue Мем York City 
(Near 53гі St 


Polished 
Brass 


The torch, an absorbent mate- 
rial, is kept immersed in kerosene 
іп the tankard. To kindle a fire 
the torch is lighted with a match 
and placed under the logs. 


CAPE COD SHOP 
Dept. C9, 30-32 W. 15th St., New York 


Posiage Exira 


N DOW 


SHOPPING 


flowers in soft natural tones, two shades each of pink, 
purple, yellow, blue, and green. These rugs would be 
charming for country houses, and may be bought in 


READ the other day, in a story in a well-known 

magazine: “Aloysia was in her bedroom, which had 
been hung in powder blue with a really extraordinarily 
lovely larkspur chintz.’ ‘Ha, ha!’ said I. 41 know where 
Aloysia bought that chintz!’ For I had already had 
its photograph taken, and was just about to show it 
to you in this column. Here it is, in Figure 6. It is 
51” wide, glazed, with tall sprays of the most beau- 
tiful blue larkspur on it that you can imagine 


gor- 
geous real larkspur blues, bringing all the glory of a 
summer garden into your room. The background may 
be either pale blue, or delicate Adam green, and the 
leaves are in different natural shades of green. The 
price is $6.50 per yard, and the material is especially 
imported from England, so it will never become plentiful 
in this country. — THe QUEEN ANNE $т00105 


True Reproductions of Colonial and 
Early American Furniture 
Unfinished, Stained, Painted or Decorated to Order 


Large assortment of 
Furniture for Homes 
always in stock for 
prompt shipment. 


ow 
We paint —antique and 
decorate — also finish in 
natural wood finishes, 


ow 


TheCapeCodFireLighter | 


Our catalogue showing 
room settings mailed on 
receipt of 2. 


Artcraft Furniture Co. 
203 Lexington Ave. 10, New York City 


Cor. 32nd St. 


Caledonia 3144 


e two mew creations from the 
ge Mountains. The rug | | 


а small ship 
te height 
Pieve, $20.00. ak 


"The Treasure Chest, Asheville, М. С. 


Beautifying 
Sent Free 


|| Contains practicat sug- 
gestions on how to | Ù 
make yi me arti 


how you 
an easily and econome | | 
feally refinish and keep woodwork, furni- 
ture and floors in perfect condition. 


BUILDING? 
Doubtless you want the most house for the 
least money. Our book 
that ambition without 
Explains Вож Inexpensive а 
пшзпей as beautifully as ‘more custly 
г after receiving book, you wish 
further ‘information, if Individual 
Service Department. Experts will gladly 
solve your problem for you without charge. 
We wili gladly send thts book free and 
postpatd for the name and address of 
опе of the best painters in your locality 


S. C. JOHNSON & SON, Dept. Н.В.9 
RA wis. 


Radiator Enclosures 


Lighting Fixtures, Fireplace 
Fitments, Weather Vanes, ete. 
Write for Catalog oF 


19 West 36 St. r ” New York | 


с ы aTeaRoom 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


More New 
Designs 


The “Falmouth” is another of the new Shaw Spiners. 
Its smart lines, its excellent Grand Rapids workman- 
ship, and its quaint charm makes it a harmonious 
addition to the well appointed home. 

Amply provided with drawers and compartments, a 
liding writing bed and a top that folds and locks, the 
Falmouth" at once becomes a veritable “private 
осе” for the housewife. 

This model is but one of the sixty Shaw Spinets of 
different styles and sizes and prices. They may be seen 
and purchased in retail furniture stores, only. 


New Style Folder 


Illustrates а number 
of the wellknown 
Shaw Spinets. Send 
for it. Write Dept. 39 
and give us th 

of your local 


THE 
CURIOSITY BOX 


H.E.SHAW FURNITURE CO. GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
‘Spinet Desk $ 


Wherever, whenever, however tea 
is to be served, good taste suggests 
Hall's China Teapots — non-craz- 
ing, heat retaining. A selection in 
which you will find just the shape 
and decoration you want at a good 
store near you. 
HALL CHINA COMPANY 

Dept. B, East Liverpool, Ohio 
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may be softened. This із her 


method: — 


Old hooked rugs which time has 
pleasingly faded are considered much 
more livable than the newer ones of 
more brilliant colorings. But as there 
are hardly enough old ones to go 
around, and even if they are found, 
their prices are often prohibitive, it 
may be well to know that several pots 
of dye and a small, stiff brush will 
transform gaudy flowers or geometric 
designs into harmonizing colors. А rug 
which may now really offend the eye 
with too glaring greens and crimsons 
may be changed, right on the floor, into 
soft tans, olives, and wine colors. You 
must be careful not to mix the colors 
on the strands, and it is best to put on 
one color at a time, parting each strand 
carefully, wetting thoroughly, and 
letting dry. This is all you have to 
remember, and it really is highly 
gratifying to transform some rug whose 
colors grate on your nerves into a thing 
of beauty. 
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N unusual use for an everyday 

implement is always interest- 

ing, and this suggestion from A. 

H. D., of Massachusetts, is quite 
unique. She says: — 


Having a Cape Cod fire lighter and 
no fireplace in which to use it, I 
adapted it to a useful purpose in my 
kitchen, where it looks very attractive 
and jaunty on top of the gas range. 
The inner part has been replaced by 
a small dish mop with a black en- 
ameled handle, whose тор end is 
treated with oil. A quick rub with this 
keeps the range shining clean and free 
from rust, and the lighter has an excuse 
for being. 
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RS. 2. M., of Nebraska, has 

been generous with her ex- 
cellent ideas for little ways of 
making life easier, and the follow- 
ing four contributions are from 
her. The first one runs as fol- 
lows: — 

Тһе constant banging of a screen 
door is most annoying. It can be ef- 
fectually silenced by fastening on to 
the door frame, where the screen door 
strikes, two pieces of felt about an 
inch square, cut from a discarded felt 
hat. Опе piece should go near the top 
of the door and one near the bottom. 
These may be tacked on with small 
tacks, but it is even better to glue 
them. 


The second is: — 

It is a wise plan to have a special 
rug, a little larger than a good-sized 
trunk, kept in the guestroom, or any 
ether room where a trunk is likely to 
stand. It need not be expensive, but 
should harmonize in color with the 
other rugs in the room. If a trunk is 
set down squarely on this rug when it 


is carried into the room the floor will 
receive no damage, and the house. 
keeper will rejoice. 

And the third is equally good, 
It is as follows: 


Wallpaper to be used for patching 
torn places should be laid out in the 
sun until it has faded to match the 
paper to be mended. The patch 
should not be cut out, as the straight 
lines would show on the wall. Instead 
tear out a patch, purposely making it 
very irregular in shape, then from the 
back peel off thin layers of the paper 
all around the edges so that the paper 
may be as thin as possible. It is ak 
most impossible to detect such a patch 
as this when it is dried on the wall, 


The fourth and last is as nove 
as the others, and is one which 
all housekeepers will find helpful 
This is it: — 

When oilcloth is tacked on to a 
table it soon tears around the tacks and 
begins to wrinkle and crack and musi 
be replaced with new material, To 
remedy this, before tacking the oil- 
cloth paste it on to the table with 
ordinary flour paste in which there are 
no lumps. After that tack the edges, 
and when the paste is dry the ой. 
cloth will stay in place and will give 
twice the usual amount of wear. 
Many people do not know that if old 
oilcloth is varnished, or is given а coat 
of white paint followed by of 
varnish, it will be practically the same 
as a new oilcloth. And the restoring 
process takes but little longer to ac- 
complish than removing the old fabric 
and replacing it with new. 
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A PRACTICAL short cut іп a 
necessary household task is 
sent us by Mrs. С. С. W. 
New York, who says: 
Nearly everyone these days is 
cleaning silver by the easy, efficient 
aluminum soapsuds method, but how 
many know that tarnished brass may 
be made gleaming in the same way 
Into an aluminum container put one 
tablespoon or more of soap-flakes and 
upon this pour the neces 
of boiling water to cover th 
be cleaned. Brass candlesticks, door 
knockers, ash trays, and so forth, in 
fact anything brass and not too large 
should have a semiannual bath. Let 
the pieces remain in the solution from 
fifteen minutes to an hour, depending 
upon the age and tarnish. Then remove 
them and with a wad of fine steel woo! 
go over each piece, which should then 
be wiped dry with a cloth, and rubbed 
gently with melted paraffin or linseed 
oil to prevent further erosion. The 
brass will look like new with prac 
tically all the usual hard work avoided 
If you have brass pieces too large fot 
the aluminum treatment, polish very 
hard with a mixture of household am- 
monia, salt, and vinegar, plus wads of 
steel wool. This also gives fine results. 
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ROOKWOOD 


T is a matter of much thought at Rookwood to 


produce pottery which has in itself rare elements 
of beauty and is adaptable to the flowers of all 


seasons. 


Our distributor in your locality may help you in 
our: sélection of a piece forthe home) or ab a aft: 
We invite direct inquiries. 


THE ROOKWOOD POTTERY CO. 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


Celestial Street 
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Early American 
Reproductions 


The 
Little Garden 


Series 


Edited by 
Mrs. Francis King 


An exact reproduction of a 
оша] ches This is ate 
d in Salem, М п decorations SAS BELLE SARDI 


original 


by Mrs. Francis King 


ed entirel 
to last for generations. | 


No. 5108 LEM CHEST 
21, 


„ VARIETY IN THE LITTLE GARDE; 
by Mrs. Francis King | 


hes wi 
38 inches 


PRICE 


ches deep | 


SPECIAL $97.50, 


3. THE LITTLE GARDEN FOR LITTLE 
MONEY 


Fullfreaht allowed 9 
by Kate Brewster 


anywhere in U.S. 
Made also in Antique Maple $107.50 


anette omy шай ше нә all) 4. PEONIES IN THE LITTLE GARDE 
by Mrs. Edward Harding 


‘of sate delive 


pot a ee 5. DESIGN IN THE LITTLE GARDEN 
БОЛОГ ойк Colonial Romela by Fletcher Stocks 


also Banjo Clocks 6. ROSES IN THE LITTLE GARDEN 
by G. A. 5 


Winthrop Furniture Co. vens 


424 Park Square Bldg. 


Boston, Mass. EACH, ILLUSTRATED $1.75 


| Atlantic Monthly Bookshop 


8 Arlington St., Boston 


EDITOR’ 


HIS year we return to our 
original custom of using on our 
September issue the cover design 
which was awarded First Prize in 
our Annual Cover Competition. 
It is interesting to note that the 
winner of this prize this year, 
Alice Bolam Preston, was also the 
recipient of the same prize last 


year. Mrs. Preston is ап illus- 
trator and designer at present 
living in Beverly Farms, Massa- 


chusetts. She is a graduate of the 
Massachusetts Normal Art School 
and a member of several Art 
Associations on the North Shore, 
where her work has been shown at 
all their exhibitions. We have 
arranged to have a limited num- 
ber of reprints of this design made 
without the lettering, which we 
will send to anyone requesting one 
and enclosing sixteen cents with 
his request. Mark well those 
words, ‘a limited number.’ 
ІНЕ announcement of our 

Fifth Annual Competition for 
Cover Designs to be used on the 
House Beautiful, which you will 
find on page 252 of this issue, con- 
tains some special features which 
ought to make it an even more 
interesting event than the pre- 
vious This announcement 
comes a month earlier this year 
and the closing date also has been 
moved ahead. Тһе increasing 
popularity of our Cover Exhibi- 
tion is the reason for these depar- 
tures from the usual. We have had 
so many requests for the Exhibi- 
tion from the far West that next 
year we shall make an effort to 
send it to the Pacific Coast. 


one. 
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Our frontispiece this month was 
reproduced from a painting made 
especially for us by Gerrit A. 
Beneker, who has given us a 
beautiful representation of a typi- 
cal Cape Cod cottage. , What per- 
son in his right mind could choose 
to live in a bungalow when he 
might have a home as full of 
charm as this cottage is! Mr. 
Beneker is an artist who lives in 
Truro, Massachusetts, and is thor- 
oughly appreciative of the menace 
that will come to all those things 
which contribute to the restfulness 
of the quaint atmosphere and sim- 
ple spirit of Cape Cod if her real 
estate dealers pursue a policy of 
indiscriminate selling, regardless 
of who is buying and of what is to 
be done with the land sold. Last 
spring Mr. Bencker gave ‘A Little 
Talk on Art,’ before a meeting of 


8 OFFICE 


the Cape Cod Chamber of Com- 
merce at Hyannis, Massachusetts, 
from which the following sentences 
are quoted: ‘If you, as busines 
men, will foster the preservation of 
traditional atmosphere and spirit 
of Cape Cod and promote new 
development and building in keep- 
ing with this historic, quaint, and 
charming spirit, you will find 
yourselves building on a founda- 
tion which not only will constantly 
tend to enhance and increase the 
desire of appreciative people to 
come here, but will also increase 
the value of your own property as 
well. . . . What we should try to 
do is to foster and promote appre 
ciation not only in others but in 
ourselves as well. . . . Good Art 
is also good Business.’ Mr. Bene- 
ker has recently completed а por- 
trait of Commander Donald В, 
Mac Millan, Arctic explorer, which 
is to be hung in the Annual Art 
Association Exhibition at Prov- 
incetown, Massachusetts, 
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DENTICALLY the same note 

of warning contained in Мі. 
Beneker’s address is sounded inthe 
article ‘Cape Cod’ by Mary 
Rogers Bangs, whose descriptions 
of the cottages used as illustrations 
in the very essence of the 
Miss Bangs 
lives in Boston and is the author of 
the following books: Jeanne d'Arc, 
Maid of France; High Bradford, a 
Story of the Cape; and Old Cape 
Cod. 

A competition conducted by the 
Cape Cod Real Estate Board fora 
house designed in the Cape Cod 
style was won by Howe, Manning 
& Almy, a firm of architects with 
offices in Boston. It is interesting 
to note that the members of this 
firm are all women. Indeed, Miss 
Almy was at one time connected 
with the House Beautiful Home 
Builders’ Service Bureau. 
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F course there was much ex- 

citement іп the Office іп 
anticipation of publishing photo- 
graphs of Arthur Rackham’s 
home, and our interest was all the 
greater as we understood that this 
is the first direct story Mr. Rack- 
ham has permitted to be printed 
about himself. He chose Р. б. 
Konody to write it, as he consid- 
ers Mr. Konody to be England’s 
best art critic, with a deeper, finer 
fecling for art than any other 
writer in England. Mr. Rackham 
directed the taking of the photo- 
graphs himself, choosing the rafter 


— 


OVERHEARD IN THE 


THE HOVSE ВЕАМ TIFVL: 


BVILDING + PLANTING + FVRNISHING 


No. ш 


UVOL. ІХ. 


CONTENTS 


September 1926 


Cover Design 
Window Shopping 
Chat 
Curiosity Вох. .... 
Book & Lamp 
Overheard in the Е ditor’ s Office 
Our Fifth Annual Cover Competition 
Frontispiece: A Cape Cod Cottage 


na 


Painting by Gerrit 4. Beneker 


Cape Cod. - Mary Rogers Bangs 
Where Houses Were Built t о Suit the 1, and 
A Design for a Cape Cod House. 
Howe, Manning & Almy, Architects 
The Country Home of Arthur Rackham 


The Antecedents of the American House 
Eliza Newkirk Rogers 2 


ms That Have Ё 


P.G. Konody 


Seen Utilized 


An Analysis of the Appropriate 
in House Design for Centuries 

A Well Planned and Well Planted Community 
Chester S. Chase 
As Seen at Colony Hills, Springficld, Massachusetts. Olmsted 
Brothers, Landscape Architects; R. C. Hunter & Brother, Smith 
& Bassette, 


On the Stairs........ 
The House in Good Taste. . aie 
An Apartment on The Hill. Rachel C. Ra 
An Apartment on The Hill. 
Which Provides a Composite Picture of My Trav 
Comfort 
Our National Building Standards Delos H. Smith 
I. The Story of the Technical Experiments Being Carried on by the 
Bureau of Standards and of Their Practical Value to the Home 
Builder 


ond, Decorator 


Edith М. Safford 
Well As 


„Francis P. Sullivan 2 


253 


264 


The Mystery 


in Italy 
Rose Standish Nichols 
2...........Моғтап В. Sturgis 
wrence М. McKinney, Esq., in Albany, N. Y. 
et & Law; Norman Қ. Sturgis, Architec 


abeth Whitmore 


The New Renaissance of Gardens 


Barn 


A Remodeled 
The Home of I 
Strickland, 


Prints for the Average Household. . El: 
IV. The С 
Why I Like T! 


Stanley W. F 


1's Collection 


iese Small Houses. . Erwin О. Christensen 
ker, Joseph Bell DeRemer & Samuel DeRemer, 


Requa & Jackson, Architects 
A Snapshot Diary е . Georgiana R. Smith 
П. Finding the Porch for Our New England Castle in Spain 


Month by Month in the Garden. . Mary Р. Cunningham 


The House Beautiful Home Builders’ Service Bureau. . 
Our Archite ts a Snapshot Diary of Warnings 


Building from the Point of View of the Owner 
Annie McIver Young 


‚М. G. Kains 


Dwarf Trees for Dwarf Quarters 
For the Epicurean, not the Com jal Grower 

The Garden Beautiful and Useful. . Florence Taft Eaton 
Wherein May Mingle Flowers, Vegetables, and Fruits 

The Four Walls of a House... . Marion Nicholl Rawson 
I. As They Were Built Without in Early Days 


Reducing the берг 


те! 


ation of the House 
Reginald Mott Hull 


1 Seasonable Repairs Are an Economy in the End 


ЖКте» Katharine Silver 


Constant Care a 
How I Did It 
Discovering an Old Fir 
f the Waterlily Family 
Harriet Geithmann 


eplace 


Index to Advertisers 
Chelsea Walk — Where Box is is Still King: Louise Е. Dew 


280 


282 


286 
288 
290 
292 
296 
300 


302 


304 


306 


ше 


35 
35 
3 


56 


October is the Fall Planting Number 


OR the gardener, October is the month 
winter seasons, and looks in both directions. 


» in whatever state of satis- 


den next spr 
faction the 
have at their disposal; whether their desideratum be the gar- 
den formal or informal; whether they live in city, suburb, or 
country; and whether they are more interested in design or 
horticulture, the October Fall Planting Number will be a 
boon. 

The leading article, “The Flowerpot Garden,’ suggests 
many uses for this homely object, not only to brighten the 
window sill, but to embellish the garden itself. One potted 
plant, the author says, rightly used contains all the elements 
of agarden, For those who are in the first delights of planning 
a garden, or for those whose garden has 
ence without plan and needs to be reconciled with fundamen- 
tal principles, the advice given by two landsc 
Cleveland will Бе found invaluable. Equa 


g- To all garden 
may be; however much garden space they may 


Popsied’ into exist- 


architects of 
Арш for the 


hat stands astride thesummer and 

Then may he balance his 
garden ledger, discount his errors, and make ample provisions, both in plan- 
ning and in actual fall planting, for a closer approach to perfection in his gar- 


cit 


Mr. Ros 


dweller is the article by Elsa Rehmann on the small city garden, the many 
This is illustrated with one o 


ly points out. 


lities of w he clea 
hiful pencil sketches. 


as the 
and Бесаш 


nd used rightly, 
catch with the camera. 


bles is as important as the growing of flowers. 
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In spite of all this w 
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not been so often pictured in the House Beautiful 
»rmal one, not because we like it less, but because 

e its beauty is more 
But in the portfolio are 
aphs of a naturalistic garden in every way beautiful. 
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nd the more advanced gardener, and so does ‘Nine 
for the gardener to whom the raising of vegeta- 
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zive new zest to your next visit to this fascinating 
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TYPICAL CAPE COD COTTAGE CHARACTERISTICALLY TURNED AWAY FROM 


THE Si D SHELTERED BY WIND-SWEPT POPLARS 
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CAPE COD 
Where Houses Were Built to Suit the Land 


BY MARY ROGERS BANGS 


НЕ old houses of Cape Cod crop out as meadow, and a ‘silver-leaf’ or willow m upand down the winding roads that thread the 


stands by the road, the picture is Cape, at some distance from the shore unless 


naturally from the soil as do the gray 
boulders of glacial rock. If a house lot is set Оп the gentle friendly land these hor 


each w 


there be immediate business with the water- 


about with a stone wall of that same rock, so houses sit comfortably at сазе г front; they are in upland pastures reached by a 


much the better; and if tiger lilies nod over the open face to the sun, and lean-to, outbuildings 
wall, a smear of joe-pye weed is down in the апа barn a windbreak to the north. T are valleys of the Truro hills; a few stand out on 


cart-track across the fields, and in the folded 


Берер, Pani J. Weber 
THIS STORY-AND-A-HALF COTTAGE OF WEATHERED SHINGLES, WITH A SUBSTANTIAL CHIMNEY, CENTRAL DOORWAY, AND SYMMETRI- 


HERE IT IS SEEN AT ITS BEST, SET IN A MEADOW BEHIND STONE WALLS, 


CALLY PLACED WINDOWS, 15 A FAMILIAR TYPE ON THE CAPE. 
AND FRAMED BY A VETERAN WILLOW 
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VARIETY WITHIN THE COMPASS OF THE 
SIMPLE GENERAL DESIGN PREVENTS ANY 
SENSE OF MONOTONY AS ONE DRIVES 
THROUGH A VILLAGE. THIS STORY-AND-A- 
HALF TYPE HAS THE INEVITABLE ELL AND 
SIDE ENTRANCE, BUT WITH ONE WINDOW 
EACH SIDE THE FRONT DOOR AND, MORE- 
OVER, THE RARE SLIGHTLY BOWED OR 
* RAINBOW” ROOF 


Photographs by Р. 


THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


WHEN THE PROSPEROUS DEEP-WATER CAP- 
TAINS BUILT, THEY CHOSE THE TWO-STORY 
OR TWO-STORY-AND-A-HALF TYPE HOUSE, 
WHICH HAD TWO СНІММЕҮЅ, A SING 
CENTRAL ONE, OR FOUR, AS HERE. HAW- 
THORN AND BOX HEDGE THE FRONT 
LAWN AND CENTRAL PATH, BUT THE 
WHITE POPLAR, WHICH ONCE SHADED THE 
HOUSE, TELLS ITS STORY OF A DYING 
SPECIES 


the high bluffs of the great ponds or 
seek shelter under their banks. There 
is no prettier site than one chosen by 
some ‘first-comer’ in the warm hollow 
ofa pastureon the bay side ofthewoods. 
where the clean salt winds are scented 
by the pines, with a pond not too far 
away. And near the pond, if it be no 
more than a mudhole choked with 
white and yellow lilies, is sure to be a 
wild garden that is delightful in its 
variety throughout the twelvemonth, 
Honeysuckle, glossy cat brier, and 
clematis riot over the bushes that 
huddle by the bank; in the swampy 
lowland and pushing through the 
crisp mosses of the arid fields, even 


penetrating the shadow of the wood, a 
hundred flowers, punctual to the 
moment, join the procession of the 
seasons: strawberry and mallow, wild 
rose and blackberry, lordly goldenrod, 
lupine and aster, ladyslipper; trailing 
arbutus, Indian pipes, and lovely little 
blossoms of a lower growth —cinque- 
foil and ladies-tresses, wood anemone 
and blue 
has its special charm, when alder and 
rose hips jewel the bushes, huckle- 
berry twigs burn with secret life, and 
feathergrass, cattails, all the brown 


eyed-grass. There winter 


gone-to-seeds, are hardly less engag- 
ing than the summer blooms. Then 
spring comes again with flaming red 
maple, the bride-white of shadblow 
and dogwood, the marriage song of re- 
turning birds, and in soft nights the 
shrill sweet music that soon will 
deepen to a baying bullfrog chorus. 
But the Cape fields and woods, the 
wild flowers of the shore and the up- 
lands, the many blooms of the old- 
fashioned gardens, are a story apart; 
and we turn to the houses, which make 
our more particular affair. 


Cape Cod was settled chiefly by 
men from Plymouth and Massachu- 
setts Bay who, for one reason or an- 
other, had become cramped in their 
earlier surroundings. They were plain 
folk who had been at some pains in 
their search for freedom to enjoy truth 
as they saw it; and on the Cape they 
built, with the materials at hand, the 
homes in which they meant henc 
forth to live. They built for use and 
permanence; and, magically, these 
humble structures exhibit a perfect 
justness of proportion and line. But 
magic is an easy word; and it may be 
well to recall that many of these men 
were trained to some deftness of hand, 
that all of them were familiar with 
good building in England and the Low 
Countries, and that they had a racial 
aversion to pretense and sham. 
Whether by skill or instinct, they were 
singularly happy in harmonizing ma- 
terial and environment; and one may 
believe that their homes mirrored 
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steadfast and straight- 


something 
fine in the men them- 


forward and 


selves. 
The first houses at Plymouth must 


have been log huts, hastily thrown 
together for protection against the 
winter that already had shown the 
travelers what it could do in their 
short stay on Cape Cod; but, in the 
greater leisure of this second venture, 
the Cape houses, so far as we know, 
were carefully constructed, with pitch 
roofs and walls hung on solid frames of 
hewn oak. Sawmills were set up at a 
and a house might be 


very early dat 
shingled, or the front sheathed; a 
clapboarded front with shingled side- 
walls and back was common; and, for 
the interior, panels and wainscot were 
planed to a peculiarly pleasant finish. 


The chimney was of sufficient girth 


to give vent to cavernous fireplace: 
There were usually two rooms on the 
ground floor and a loft under the roof: 
a scheme that with growing need or 
A long 
room, opening from the other two, was 
added across the back, and in due 
course, when the kitchen had moved 
into a lean-to, became the ‘middle- 
room’ with an outside door and a bed- 
room and stairway partitioned off at 
the side. The ground plan was now a 
square; the rooftree had been raised to 
give more chamber space; windows 
were set in the gable-ends. The front 
Tooms were sacred to great occasions; 


fortune was easily expanded. 


the snug middle-room was for daily 
use; the kitchen was likely to take on 
shed after shed, until the whole struc- 
ture joined the barn and a man could 
do his chores of a winter night without 
setting foot to ground. We have ar- 
rived, it will be observed, at the ‘Cape 
Cod house,’ so called, although the 
plan is common to all New England 
Within the compass of the general 
design a discerning eye will perceive 
variety of treatment that does away 
with any appearance of monotony as 
one drives through a village. In the 
older hous: 
the line of the rooftree and gable-ends, 
whether the result of age or freer 
handiwork, makes for suavity. There 
are rare examples of the ‘rainbow’ 
roof, which is slightly convex, and 
the bowed line of gable somehow 
gives the illusion of thatch. The house 
itself varies in size and calls for dif- 


an imperceptible sag in 


fering arrangements of front door and 
windows. When there are two square 
front rooms, the door is set in the 
middle with two windows, or one, at 
each side. When the rooms are un- 
equal in size, the door and one window 
balance two windows in the larger 
тоот; in the smallest houses, where 
there is but one front room, with one 
or two windows, the door is at the 
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THESE HOUSES ARE SOMETIMES ENTIRELY 
SHINGLED OR HAVE SHINGLED SIDE-WALLS 
AND BACK WITH CLAPBOARDED FRONT 
WHERE THE WINDOWS, USUALLY IN PLAIN 
CASINGS, ARE SET WELL UP UNDER THE 
EAVES. PROTECTED BY THE GIANT FIR, 
THIS WEATHER-BEATEN COTTAGE PRESENTS 
A PICTURE OF QUIET REPOSE 


THIS TRIG COTTAGE WITH ONE FRONT 
ROOM AND CHARACTERISTIC ELL, THOUGH 
SOMEWHAT MORE SOPHISTICATED, COMES 
WITHIN THE FAMILIAR TYPE. THE FENCES 
OF CAPE COD, FROM THE WEATHERED RAILS 
OF THE PASTURE TO THE SIMPLE PALINGS 
OR MORE ORNATE TURNED POSTS AND 
PICKETS OF THE VILLAGE, CONTRIBUTE 
MUCH TO THE PICTURE AND ARE WORTHY 
OF SPECIAL STUDY 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


ORNAMENT IN THESE HOUSES USUALLY CENTRED IN THE DOORWAY, OF WHICH THIS IS 


A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE. THE STRENGTH 


OF ITS DETAIL Is REPEATED IN THE HEAVY 


MUNTINS OF THE SMALL-PANED WINDOWS, THEIR WIDE CASINGS, AND THE BROAD 


RAILS OF 


side. In any case due proportion is preserved 
The windows, usually in plain casings, are well 
up under the eaves, which shut down low, yet 
with no appearance of a frown. Ornament is 
centred in the doorway. From a very early 
date, as if with hospitable intent, a house of- 
fered its best to the visitor: the paneled door is 
set in delicate pilasters with a line of glazing, 
perhaps, under a pediment that is often charm- 
ing in design. A well-modeled cornice, more 
rarely dentils 
eaves; а cornice binds the gable-ends that have 
a wide-awake aspect, with as many windows as 
space permits. A pleasant touch is the tiny 


elaborated into finishes the 


square windows set each side the larger ones of 
the upper story that may light only cupboards 
under the eaves. Perhaps the most amusing 
variation in our ‘Cape Cod house’ is in the ap- 
may be 
squarely at the back or at one side; it may 
project from the middle-room, or even from 
the front; but in any case it is likely to 
have some outlook on the street. It may 
follow the line of the main roof; but more 


plication of lean-to or ell. It set 


THE FENCE 


д 
ИП 


til 


commonly has one of its own with features un- 
known to the architectural schools; its detailin 
the 
or storm-door, or whatever — is as individual 


way of entrance — steps or porch or trellis 
The front door was more splendid, but it was 
around these picturesque side doors that the 
old life went on in the days when neighbors 
drove their plodding horses into the yard fora 
morning chat, or a hayrack drawn by swaying 
oxen pulled up the short ramp into the bam 

However sunlight might be excluded from 
the ceremonial rooms, the front yard was al- 
sa јоу. The gate of the picket fence opened 


wa 


upon a straight path bordered with box or 
flower beds, or some arrangement of flowering 
, deutzia, weigela, Japanese 
smoketree snowball, 


shrubs — syring 
militant 
altheas with their tightly wrapped papery 
blooms. There was usually a doorstone— а 
millstone, perhaps, so used after the gristmills 
went out of commission; and in the best period 
To-day, as 
then, the front door opens upon an ‘entry’ that 
offers immediate opportunity of a precipitous 
climb to the chambers; or, closing the door 
that has filled the available space, one entersa 
room, right or left, where there may be some 
good paneling and a simple wainscot; more 
pancling is about the fireplace and brick oven 
of the middle-room. The chambers, packed 
into the contracted space under the pitch roof, 


quince or 


of building there was no porch. 


are undeniably hot, a point to give pause when 
considering the model for a summer home, 
Shall one sleep on the ground floor or broil 
under the eaves? And it is a gifted architect 
who can set dormers in the roof without ruining 
the whole design. 

The pitch roof houses sometimes ran to 
two-and-a-half stories, a style less common 
ew England; but there are 


than elsewhere іп N 
beautiful examples of it, notably the birthplace 
of Lemuel Shaw, the great Chief Justice, at 
West Barnstable. And in these houses, also, 
there is diversity in the arrangement of front 
The gambrel roof is 


е, 


doors and windows. 


CONTRAST WITH THE HOUSE ABOVE THE MORE DELICATE TREATMENT OF DETAIL 


HERE IN THE DOORWAY AND РІСКЕ 


NCE. 


NOTE THE BLIND DOORS AND FAN, AND 


THE MAGNIFICENT LILAC AT THE LEFT 
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ШШҮҮҮҮ 


THE TWO-STORY ТҮРЕ OF HOUSE OFTEN HAD RARE IS THE CAPE HOUSE WITHOUT ITS ELL, 
THE LONG SLOPING ROOF AT THE REAR, AND ALTHOUGH LESS COMMONLY SET WITH ITS 
FOR THESE HOUSES, AS WELL AS FOR THE RIDGE PARALLEL TO THAT OF THE MAIN 


т SMALLER TYPE, THERE WAS ALWAYS A SIDE HOUSE, AS BELOW. THE MAPLES HERE, СО: 
ENTRANCE AROUND WHICH THE OLD LIFE TRASTED WITH THE OLDER PLANTING IN THE 
к WENT ОМ IN THE DAYS WHEN NEIGHBORS OTHER PICTURES, EMPHASIZE THE MISTAKEN 
ш DROVE THEIR PLODDING HORSES INTO THE MODERN POPULARITY OF THESE TREES, WHICH 
an YARD FOR A MORNING CHAT ARE NOT HARMONIOUS WITH THE SCENE 
ace 
а 
Iso, 
ont 
is 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


THIS EXQUISITE LITTLE COTTAGE SOMEONE LOVED ENOUGH TO PRESERVE INTACT, AND HAS PROVIDED THE AD- 


DITIONAL NECESSARY SPACE BY BUILDING A LARGER HOUSE AT ТИ 


extremely rare, and the overhanging second 
story of certain early American houses un- 
known. Indeed it is true that up to perhaps 
1840 the Cape Cod builders stuck closely to 
two or three models; and of necessity, or be- 
cause the reach of their vision was no more, 
they built to a small scale. 
cling to the soil as if they loved it; and these 
humble builders as exactly suited the topog- 
raphy of the county as did Bulfinch or Mc- 
Intire the more august slopes of Beacon Hill. 


The low houses 


Cape Cod fortunes never equaled those of 
Boston or Salem; but one likes to think that 
the simple scheme of the Georgian houses that 
came in with the prosperity of the deep-water 
captains in the late 
dictaied by the innate common-sense of their 
owners. The great houses of the s 
have-been fantastic on the Cape; whereas the 
square two-and-a-half stori 
land, and survey with a benevolent eye their 
humbler neighbors of the village street. They 
in size: some with a specious air of 
amplitude have no great depth, and the do- 
mestic offices are built into an ell; some have 
one chimney thrust through the apex of the 
hip roof, others a chimney at each side with 


‘venteen-hundreds was 


aports would 


sit snugly on the 


vary 


perhaps a ‘captain’s walk’ crowning the 
roof for architectural effect; and four chim- 


neys mean that each square room of the 


lower and upper floors has its fireplace. Two or 
three with brick side-walls and a timbered 
front were built some hundred and twenty 


one by a 


years ago to a rather larger scale — 
captain who had declared that he wanted the 
best house that could be built, and seems to 
have got it to the tune of six thousand dollars 
fifty cents a дау. The decora- 
tion was as elaborate as the owner’s purse al- 
lowed, but, whether door pilasters were 
Corinthian or Doric and cornices egg-and-dart 
always dignified and in good 


when labor 


it w 


or plain 
taste. The interior arrangement was on the old 
plan, although the entry probably expanded 
into a hall with stairs broken by a landing or 
curving in a graceful ascent to the chambers; 
and many is the treasure discovered by a later 
generation in sea-chests pushed back under the 
eaves in the great garret. 

These houses, like the earlier ones, pass the 
test of good style in architecture, if that be to 
“clearly and candidly exhibit the spirit of the 
time.’ Cape Cod had then emerged from its 
pioneer period, and ed provincialism by 


REAR, UNOBTRUSIVELY CONNECTED WITH IT 


playing the adventurer’s part in the reviving 
commercial prosperity that followed the stir- 
ring s of the Revolutionary War. Cape 
men — а fine, upstanding, self-confident type 
— were sailing the seven seas and were familiar 
with every port in the world where trade was 
good. Captain So-and-So had no ‘cultivation,’ 
as such: he was an able seaman when other 
boys were entering college, and by the time 
they were graduating he was master of his ship; 
but he was a gentleman with polished manners, 


a keen sense of humor, warm family affection, 
and an unaffected piety that interfered not at 
all with the shrewd conduct of his profession. 
The constant goal of all his wandering years 
was to ‘retire from sea’ to enjoy a peaceful life 
in the village of his birth. He had a surfeit of 
adventure that induced appreciation of a quiet 
setting at home. Enough was enough, for him; 
and the house that he had built with the first 
turn of fortune was compact and shipshape, 
yet with an elegance that bespoke contact with 
the world. And in one voyage after another the 
captain had picked up with unerring taste 
treasures for his home, and beautiful stuffs for 
the adornment of his womenfolk; nor did he 
neglect to store pantry (Continued on page 308) 


Living & 


Dining Loon 


LAICE 


доор мит 


HOWE, 


THIS HOUSE WON THE FIRST PRIZE IN A COMPETI- 
TION RECENTLY HELD BY THE CAPE COD REAL 
ESTATE BOARD. THE CONDITIONS ALLOWED THE 
CONTESTANTS CONSIDERABLE SCOPE, THE CHIEF 
REQUIREMENT BEING THAT THE HOUSE BE DE- 
SIGNED IN THE CAPE COD STYLE, AND BE PLACED 
ON A LOT WITH A VIEW OF THE SEA TOWARD THE 
SOUTH. THE JURY, IN ITS REPORT ON THIS 
HOUSE, COMMENDED PARTICULARLY ITS SIM- 
PLICITY AND RESTFULNESS OF OUTLINE, ITS 
ADMIRABLE ADAPTATION OF CAPE COD ARCHI- 
TECTURE, AND ITS CHARMING AND FLEXIBLE 
PLAN. THE TWO BEDROOMS ON THE SECOND 
FLOOR COULD BE MADE LARGER BY THE ADDITION 
OF DORMERS, WHICH, IF WELL DESIGNED, WOULD 
NOT INJURE THE APPEARANCE OF THE HOUSE, 
BUT IF THE ROOF WERE INSULATED THEY WOULD 
NOT BE ESSENTIAL FOR COMFORT 


CAPE COD HOUSE 


MANNING & ALMY, 
ARCHITECTS 
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TLOOL PLAN 


00M FIREPLACE 


Scale of Details 


THE 


This 
25с Book 
on 


Floors 


EAUTIFUL, well-kept floors are essential to a pleas- 
ing interior. NOW you can have them easily, 
quickly, inexpensively—with the Johnson Wax treat- 
ment. It cleans, beautifies and polishes—all in one 
simple operation. Takes only a few minutes—there is 
no stooping or kneeling. It doesn’t even soil your 
hands. And it makes no difference how floors are fin- 
ished —whether with varnish, shellac, wax or paint. 


JOHNSON’S LIQUID МАХ 


ASK YOUR 
PAINTER 


This Johnson’s Wax treatment 
gives rooms that indefinable 
charm of immaculacy. It elimi- 
nates costly and inconvenient 
refinishing. Like magic the Elec- 
tric Polisher brings up a glowing, 
gleaming, deep-burnished lustre. 


For $2.00 a day you can rent a 
Johnson’s Wax Electric Floor 
Polisher from your neighborhood 
store or from your painter, With 
it you can wax-polish ALL your 
floors in the time it formerly took 


to do а single room. 


Or, you can purchase а Johnson’s 
War Electric Floor Polisher for 
$42.50 (in Canada $48.50). With 
each Polisher is given FREE a 
half-gal. ($2.40) of Liquid Waxand 
a $1.50 Lamb’s-Wool Wax Мор. 


--------------------------------------------.. 


S. С. JOHNSON & SON, Dept. HB-9, Racine, Wisconsin 
“Тһе Floor Finishing Authorities” 


Please send me Free and Postpaid your new 25с Book which tells just how to treat 
new and old floors of all kinds—soft and hard wood, linoleum, rubber, marble 


or tile. 


Address 


City State 


= сек 


HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


FREE 


Care Cop 


THE 


shelves with tasty condiments 
from the East. The skill required 
to adapt these condiments to the 
local food supply may measure- 
ably account for the traditional 
excellent cookery of the Cape Cod 
housewives. must 
been pleasant days when a ship 
made port, and the captain hurried 
through the necessary business of 
the occasion to take packet or 
stagecoach for home, when, as old 
Elijah Cobb recalled one such ar- 
rival, ‘the greetings of affection 
& consanguinity miltiplied upon 
me rapidly. Thus, in a moment 
was I transported to the greatest 
earthly bliss, man can injoy, viz to 
the injoyment of the happy family 
circil.’ 

Fortunately the spacious time of 
the Cape was in the era of good 
building, and in the Victorian 
years money was lacking to tear 
down and rebuild as ruthlessly as 
in more prosperous communities. 
Some timid specimens of the 
“classic style’ were erected by 
suc- 


Those have 


‘steam-kettle’ captains or 


(Continued from page 258) 


‘HALF HOUSE’ IN ITS SIMPLEST FORM 


cessful village tradesmen; there 
are a few examples of the bulbous 
nineties, now less aggressive as to 
paint than in their self-confident 
beginning; but the diversity of 
humbler building, though it dif- 
fers from the old as machine-made 
from handcraft, has the constant 
element of unpretentious planning 
for convenience and use. These 
trig little houses аге a pleasant 
background for vines; flower beds 
make bright patterns in the front 
yards; some of them still have 
picket fences, and after perilous 
adventures іп color display a 
tendency to return to their earlier 
habit of white with green blinds. 
An aggressive neatness is of their 
essence; and anyone familiar with 
the Cape Cod housekeeper knows 
that every inch of the interior is 
unmercifully scrubbed in spring 
and autumn ‘cleaning,’ every 
drawer and cupboard, box and 
chest, is turned out and set to 
rights —at seasons, fortunately for 
the man of the house, when he is 
busiest about his outdoor activities. 


Photographs by Pasl J. Weber 


A SIMPLE, STRAIGHTFORWARD EXPRESSION OF A DEFINITE 
NEED — AS PLEASING TO-DAY AS WHEN IT WAS BUILT 


| 


Cape Cop 


(Continued from page 308) 
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HERE THE ELL HAS BEEN ADDED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FRONT, 


PROVIDING TWO CORNER ENTRANCES 


The Cape drowsed along in the 
years after the decay of New Eng- 
land shipping, and bright boys left 
town to ‘go into business’ in the 
city. Then they returned to adapt 
the old homes for summer use; 
‘summer boarders’ were earnest of 
what was to come; and now Cape 
Cod, as in the days of the deep- 
water sailors, is full tide in pros- 
perity. Fortunately, now, as then, 
good building is popular. More- 
alert local business men 


over, 


know that the Cape is too promis. 


ing a spot to be exploited by un- 
desirable ‘realtors’; and one may 
hope, without sentimentality, that 
in the inevitable expansion some- 
thing of the old simple charm, 
which has been so valuable an as- 
set, may be preserved. If houses 
are built with a sympathetic un- 
derstanding of the characteristic 
scene, if shade trees peculiar to the 
New England seashore аге re- 
planted, if there is intelligent 
town-planning in the more con- 
gested centres, Cape Cod is safe 


AN OLD HOUSE MADE READY FOR SUMMER OCCUPANCY WITHOUT 
IMPAIRMENT OF ITS ORIGINAL LINES 


Tue Country Home or Актнов RACKHAM 


(Continued from page 261) 


material sour A poet himself, 
though words are not his medium, 
he finds all that he needs in com- 
Munion with his brother poets 
and, above all, with Nature. The 
old beech tree in his garden, which 
has so often served him as a model, 
holds more suggestions for him 
than all the choice ceramics and 
textiles and other bric-a-brac that 


go to the furnishing of the con- 
ventional artist's studio. Look at 
its knobbly, twisted roots! Do 
you see the crouching monster 
with a head like a lioness, a body 
like a wart hog, and strong arms 
ending not in fingers but in the 
tentacles of an octopus? 

This beech tree has a serious 
rival in Rackham’s affection in a 
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Out of the 


SQUARE STEAM BOILER 


3. Fire box door 
4. Circle check draft 
5. Clink 


Getting the Most Heat 


Least Coal 


Being part of the contents of 


page 26 in “Letters To and Fro 
a book of money saving hints for 


home heating. 


Fires and Firing 


The deeper the fire, the greater 
and the less 
your boiler 


your economy, 


attention needs 


А good body of coals gives off a 
volume of heat, impossible with 
a thin fire, unless you keep con- 
stantly firing it. So coal up 
your fire to the bottom level of 
the fire box door. A light 
sprinkling of coal is best when 
the fire is down and you want a 


quick come-up 


Drafts and Dampers 


Keep the fire under control 
Don’t turn on drafts and forget 
about it till it’s so hot you are 
compelled to turn it off. Stop it 
before it gets too hot 


For a quick heat, force your 


fire by opening up the ash pit 
door. But forced fires cost money 
Excessive draft is created, which, 
if not checked in time, carries a 
lot of available heat right up the 
chimney. Remember, that a 
steady, uniform fire burns less 
coal than one that's continually 


being started up and stopped 


Number 1 shows grate 
with thin amount of 
ashes, as run in cold 
weather 


Number 2 with a thick 
for mild weather 


Shakers and Grates 


time 


weather, 


fire from needless burning, 


Fro” 


reading them 


IRVINGTON, 


quick acting fire: 
don’t shake your grates every time you want 
ike morning and night 


and hi 


s must be free from ashes and 


Rely on the draits 


ick, don't jerk and yank with all your strength 
the clinkers and you'll have no trouble 
Шозу the ashes to collect on the grates, to hold the 


In mild 
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